THE   EPIC    OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

In the course of his voyages Captain Cook
discovered the Isle of Georgia (a name which
by the carelessness of an engraver was changed
to South Georgia), and gave it as his opinion
that the island could never be of any value.
The wisest man of his time thus proved his
fallibility. In a few years scores of sealers
were using it as their base, and it was the pur-
suit of seal-hunting that made the next inroad
into the unknown. Many naval officers were
thrown out of employment at the close of the
Napoleonic wars, and the most adventurous
of them turned to Antarctic sealing ; they
were fine navigators, able to chart their dis-
coveries and to give a good account of them.
Men like Weddefl, Biscoe, and Balleny reached
high southern latitudes and found new land.
A Russian named Bellinghausen made a great
pioneering voyage, but the reports of his
work did not appear in any other language
than his own for many years.

Then came the cause of science. The in-
crease of shipping between Australia, China,
and South America necessitated a better
knowledge of the magnetic conditions of the
South Atlantic and Pacific, and terrestrial
magnetism began to be more closely studied.
The Royal Society induced the Government
to send out two ships, the Erebus and Terror,
to discover the South Magnetic Pole. The
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